Mrs. Schorey


AP Government



Email: sschorey@northlandprep.org
Room 102



Website:
Course Description:

Welcome! This course will include the AP Government portion of the Gov/Econ Class with emphasis on preparation for the AP Government Exam and development of educated and engaged citizens! The standards required by the state of Arizona Department of Education are embedded in a rigorous curriculum.  We will be reviewing some material presented at earlier grades as well as learning new material.  We will be analyzing current events and their impact on both the past and present.  You will have the opportunity to work in a variety of learning situations—roleplay, individually, in small groups, and as a large classroom.  Critical thinking skills, such as decision making, problem solving, and cause and effect will be emphasized.  This is a college level course.  To be successful, you must take responsibility for your learning.

Course Objectives:

· Demonstrate understanding of historical as well as current data and use that data to support an argument or position in both verbal and written expression--FRQ (Free response question).

· Apply chronological and spatial thinking to understand the meaning, implications, and importance of historical and current events.

· Use multiple perspectives for comprehensive explanations.

· Demonstrate study skills, group skills, organizational, and problem-solving skills.

· Practice interpersonal and communication skills for success in the “real world.”

AP Exam

The AP Government exam will be held at school on ??????????????  The Exam includes a 45-minute multiple choice section consisting of 60 questions worth 50% of the exam score and a 100-minute free response section consisting of four mandatory questions.  Each free response question (FRQ) accounts for 12.5% of the AP Exam Score.

Course Reading Materials:

O’Connor, Sabato, and Yanus. American Government: Roots and Reform, AP Edition, 2018.  Various handouts of primary and secondary sources, articles, graphs, and political cartoons
Classroom Rules and Consequences:
· Students are expected to be in their seats at the beginning of class.

· Be respectful and considerate of other people’s feelings, rights, and possessions.

· Come to class prepared and ready to work.

· Give every task your best effort.

· Give the speaker, whether your teacher or one of your peers, your full attention.

· All Northland Preparatory Academy rules will be enforced – NO exceptions.  Any problems within this classroom will be dealt with quickly and effectively. The overall goal is to make this class as enjoyable and effective as possible for every student.

Class Materials:

Each student is required to bring to class on a daily basis:

· Pencils

· Red pens

· Blue or black pens

· highlighter, preferably 2 colors

· paper

· binder or folder for history notes/materials

· Colored pencils

· Optional: flashdrive (for saving projects and sources)

Grading:

This is a 5.0 class

Percentage Breakdown of Letter Grades:

100 % - 90% 
=
 A

89 % - 80% 
=
 B

79 % - 70% 
=
 C

69 % - 60% 
=
 D

59 % - 0%  
=
 F

The student’s overall grade will be weighted according to the following percentages:

Assessments: Unit Exams, quizzes, long-term projects, extended assignments, class projects, presentations, essays, DBQ’s   ……….................................................……………………………………………. ……………………………………………….56%

Classwork/Homework/Participation: Assignments serve as a means to practice various lessons objectives...............................44%


Equaling 100% of the Semester Grade so Far (prior to final) and 80% of overall Grade
Semester Exam……………………………...………………………………………………..……………………………………20%

Grades:
Infinite Campus is the best source for student progress.  Please check the school calendar for dates.  These reports are designed to communicate to both students and parents and any discrepancy should be addressed right away.

Late Work:

Assignments are due at the beginning of the period.  Late Work will result in a reduction in score!

Absences/Make-up Work:

Keep absences to a minimum. This class is rigorous and requires an extensive commitment from each student to be successful.  Attendance is essential.  If you must be absent, the following applies: Upon return to school, it is the STUDENT’S responsibility to make-up any assignments or tests missed.  You will have one day for each day of excused absence to make-up missed work.  Students may keep track of missing assignments using Mrs. Schorey’s Google Classroom Account.  If the work is not completed during the allotted time, the work will become a zero.  Work missed as a result of an unexcused absence will result in a zero for that day.  This includes, but is not limited to: tests, quizzes, classwork/homework assignments, projects, participation points, etc. completed or due that day.  Please speak with the instructor regarding any special circumstances.

Make-up Exams and Quizzes:

Upon return to class, after an excused absence(s), a student has five days to make up a quiz or test. ALL UNIT TEST MAKE-UPS WILL BE IN SHORT RESPONSE/ESSAY FORMAT.  You will need to schedule a time after school to take the missed exam or quiz no later than one week after original scheduled date.  If you fail to arrive within 10 minutes of the designated time, you will forfeit the right to take the exam or quiz and receive a zero.  Please speak with the instructor regarding any special circumstances.

Long-Term Project Policy:

A long-term project is a project that is assigned at least two weeks before the day it is due.  Long-term projects are due at the beginning of the hour on the assigned due date, as defined in writing, in advance, by the instructor.  If a student is absent on the due date, the assignment is due at the beginning of the hour on the day the student returns to school.

Integrity:

Integrity has been defined as: “How you act when no one is looking.”  Integrity is vital to the learning environment and to life itself.  Any instances of cheating will be dealt with according to the school rules.
Cheating includes, but is not limited to: plagiarism (using another’s words without giving credit to the author, see Mrs. Schorey’s website for more information regarding this), ANY giving or receiving answers to/from another student, copying of project assignment, using answers during an exam.  Talking or the appearance of talking, during an exam and/or quiz is considered cheating.

Extra Credit:

I do not give extra credit assignments.  There are optional assignments that a student can do that can affect their grade, however, they are designed as interest based and not necessary for student success.  When a student attends class regularly, demonstrates a positive attitude, strives to learn, participates in class, and completes work required, there is academic success.

Procedures for Getting Extra Help:
Students should be successful if they keep up on their assignments.  If you are making the effort but still need extra help, please don’t be afraid to ask.  There must be an open line of communication between the students and the instructor.  I will be available to work with individual students both before and after school.  If you need help or need to speak to me, please see me to make an appointment for a date and time.

Motion Pictures/Clips

Occasionally, I will show historic/documentary motion pictures or scene from a motion picture.  The rating of these motion pictures will be G, PG, or PG13.  If you have a problem with a rating, please let me know and an alternative assignment will be provided.

Again, welcome and let’s have a great year!

Student Name:_________________________________                      Hour:____________

Government
First Assignment

Dear Parents/Guardians:

It is my pleasure to introduce myself to you.  My name is Mrs. Schorey, and I will be your student’s AP Government teacher this year at Northland Preparatory Academy.  It is my goal to make this an enjoyable class for your sons and daughters, and I will do my best to help them excel in this class.

With every class, I send home a copy of the course syllabus for the parents/guardians to read over.  This is to ensure that there are no questions from anyone surrounding this class.  It is also designed to let you know how the class will be conducted and what is expected of the students.  Please read over this syllabus; furthermore, I encourage student/parent to discuss the items/procedures.  If there are any questions, please contact me as soon as possible.

Parents and students, please initial beside each of the following statements, as well as sign and date at the bottom.

_____ I understand coursework is accessible through Google Classroom that will be updated weekly.  This is the best way to keep track of assignments, tests, due dates, etc.

_____I understand the best resource for grades is Infinite Campus, I will check for missing work etc.  Any discrepancies should be addressed in a timely manner.

_____ I authorize my child to view videos with the rating of G, PG, or PG13.  Please see rationale for any video beyond a few minutes in length that I may show to the class.
_____ I understand what defines academic dishonesty.  I understand that if my child has an event where he/she has been academically dishonest he/she will receive a zero for the assignment and a discipline referral.  

_____ I understand that my student will be working with technology and on some occasions will need to access technology for homework/project assignments.  

Once you have read over the syllabus and discussed it with your student, please sign, have your student sign and return this page to me.  Your student’s first assignment is to return this paper signed by Tuesday, August 17th.  This assignment is worth 10 participation points.  It is important that this is returned to ensure there are no problems in the future.

Thank you,

Mrs. Schorey

AP Government Teacher

Northland Preparatory Academy
I have read the syllabus, the information on plagiarism, and understand the information enclosed.

Student’s Signature:__________________________________________Date:_________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:___________________________________Date:_________

